K.1: Old MacDonald Had A Farm
This 14-week unit will focus on understanding the self, using self-help skills, and learning about farm animals.  Students will explore what kinds of animals live on a farm and distinguish them from other kinds of animals.   The culminating field trip will be a trip to a local New Jersey farm.  This interdisciplinary unit will be conducted during the language arts and social studies/science periods.   Classroom activities focusing on phonemic awareness, phonics, sight words, reading, and writing include whole group read-alouds, videos to build background knowledge, mini-lessons, guided practice, and free choice centers. Free choice centers will include:

· Dramatic play/blocks- dress-up, large blocks and Legos, floor puzzles
· Art- teacher planned project

· Writing- various themed books, variety of writing paper, blank cards, various writing implements
· Technology – mini-iPad apps, Reading Eggs, Study Island, audio books
· Sensory exploration- sand, water, play-dough
· Table toys- small Legos, puzzles, lacing cards

· Teacher choice- themed teacher planned activity students can complete independently
Essential Questions

· What are some ways I can take care of my physical and emotional self?

· What characteristics define who I am?

· How can I share my experiences through writing?

· What kind of animals live on a farm, and why?

Big Ideas

· Taking care of the physical self means good hygiene, being aware of what’s harmful and knowing safety procedures.

· Taking care of the emotional self means knowing how to express feelings appropriately, stick up for yourself when necessary, and communicate needs.

· By understanding family and cultural traditions we can gain a greater understanding of how to relate to each other.

· Domestic animals live on a farm (cow, chicken, ox, horse, pig, etc) for the purpose of providing people with food, milk, and to help the farmer with his workload (ox and horse).
· One can express experiences through writing in a variety of ways such as focusing on small moments, big life events, and journaling.

Authentic Approach and 21st Century Connections Outside of the Classroom
They will record their learning in narrative writing and through photos posted on our classroom website.  The entire class will share their answers to the essential questions through their teacher’s website. 

Videos and Images for Tier 1 Background Knowledge:
Healthy Teeth Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxMrtK-kYnE&feature=relmfu
Vocabulary Conflict Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gl3e-OUnavQ&feature=relmfu
Vocabulary Include Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTXzYX0rrPE&feature=relmfu
Feeling Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&v=kA4DbqOyo-w&NR=1
Crossing the Street Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B3P-WANiQk&feature=plcp
Standing Up to a Bully Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN21Xz9v17Y&feature=plcp
What is a Friend? Sesame Street http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPux6QAkBdc&feature=relmfu
Old MacDonald Had a Farm Video Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4RNIUrLLH0 
Baby Einstein “Day on The Farm”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsNZfO8rJD0 

The First 50 Fry Word List (revised from Dolch list to align with Common Core Standards)
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Common Core Standards Explicitly Taught in this Unit:
	Date Originally Taught
	Reading Literature:
Key Ideas and Details
	Dates Assessed

	
	 RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
	

	
	 RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.
	

	
	 RL.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.
	

	
	
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	

	
	 RL.K.4. Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.
	

	
	 RL.K.5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems).
	

	
	 RL.K.6. With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling the story. 
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	

	
	RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
	

	
	RI.K.9. With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.
	

	
	RI.K.10. Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.

	

	
	
	

	
	Writing
	

	
	Text Types and Purposes
	

	
	W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.
	

	
	
	

	
	Production and distribution of Writing
	

	
	W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
	

	
	W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.
	

	
	W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
	

	
	
	

	
	Speaking and Listening
	

	
	 SL.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
	

	
	· Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others and taking turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).
	

	
	· Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.
	

	
	SL.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.
	

	
	SL.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is not understood.
	

	
	
	

	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	

	
	SL.K.4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, provide additional detail.
	

	
	SL.K.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail.
	

	
	SL.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 
	

	
	
	

	
	Language Standards
	

	
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	LS.K.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	

	
	a. Print many upper- and lowercase letters.
	

	
	b. Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.
	

	
	c. Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes).
	

	
	d. Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how).
	

	
	e. Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with).
	

	
	f. Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities.
	

	
	LS.K.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	

	
	a. Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I.
	

	
	b. Recognize and name end punctuation.
	

	
	c. Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).
	

	
	d. Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.
	

	
	
	

	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	LS.K.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten reading and content.
	

	
	a. Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a bird and learning the verb to duck).
	

	
	b. Use the most frequently occurring inflections and affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word.
	

	
	LS.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, explore word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
	

	
	a. Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent.
	

	
	b. Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites (antonyms).
	

	
	c. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at school that are colorful).
	

	
	d. Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs describing the same general action (e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings.
	

	
	LS.K.6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts.
	


NJCCCS Social Studies/Science Standards Explicitly Taught in this Unit:
SOC.K-4.6.3.4 - [Standard] - All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
SOC.K-4.6.3.4.5 - [Content Statement] - Develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict.

SOC.K-4.6.3.4.2 - [Content Statement] - Identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, and discrimination in their lives and communities.

SOC.K-4.6.3.4.6 - [Content Statement] - Demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action against unfairness.

SOC.K-4.6.3.4.D.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.

SOC.K-4.6.3.4.1 - [Content Statement] - Recognize that people have different perspectives based on their beliefs, values, traditions, culture, and experiences.

WORK.PK-4.9.1.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Describe and demonstrate the importance of personal and interpersonal skills.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between personal behavior and self-image.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 C.3 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and attitudes.

WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 F.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Identify common hazards associated with home, school, and community.
Reading Materials:
Books for Social Studies

Germs Are Not For Sharing by Elizabeth Verdick

Sneezes, coughs, runny noses, spills, and messes are facts of everyday life with children. And that’s why it’s never too soon to teach little ones about germs and ways to stay clean and healthy. This book is a short course for kids on what germs are, what they do, and why it’s so important to cover them up, block them from spreading, and wash them down the drain. 

Teaching Tip: Use to introduce good hygiene as a way to take care of the self. Follow with teaching steps of proper hand washing.
When I Feel Angry by Cornelia Maude Spelman

Through simple language, a young rabbit relates the things that make her angry and the positive ways in which she can deal with her emotions. The situations are realistic and will strike a familiar chord with most children-being ridiculed on the playground, having to stop a favorite activity to do a chore, not being able to get a drawing right, losing a ball game. She describes several ways to react that won't hurt anyone, such as removing herself from the situation, engaging in physical activity, or talking things over with an adult.

Teaching Tip: Use to discuss how recognizing and dealing with emotions appropriately is a way to take care of the emotional self. Have children write about a time when they were angry and what they can do to feel better.
Jungle Bullies by Steven Kroll

In this cumulative picture book, Elephant wants to swim in the pond, so he chases Hippo away. Hippo forces Lion to move so that he can get by, and Lion chases Leopard out of his favorite spot. Leopard forces Monkey out of the tree, and he runs to Mama, who advises him to stand up for himself. With her help, he tells Leopard, Don't you tell me what to do, this tree's big enough for two. Share it with me as a friend, don't be mean to me again.

Teaching Tip: Use to spark discussion about bullying. Have students create anti-bullying posters with the slogan from the book or one they create.
I Can Be Safe by Pat Thomas

This friendly little book acknowledges kids' fears and makes them aware of things they need in order to feel safe in different situations. They learn, for instance, to look both ways when crossing a road, to wear special clothing for sports, to know their parents' names, phone number, and emergency numbers, and many other details.
Teaching Tip: Read this as a lead in to memorizing parent phone numbers and practicing dialing parent phone numbers and 911.
I Love My Hair! By Natasha Tarpley

A young African-American girl describes the familiar mother-daughter nightly ritual of combing the tangles out of her hair. When she cries because it hurts, her sympathetic mother tells her how lucky she is to have such beautiful hair. Imaginatively, the woman goes on to say that she can spin it into a fine, soft bun or "plant rows of braids" along her scalp, prompting her daughter to think of other wonderful things she likes about her hair.
Teaching Tip: Use this to spark discussion about what makes us unique and creating self portraits.
Books for the Narrative Study

Flower Garden by Eve Bunting

A comforting, richly illustrated story about a birthday surprise. An urban African-American girl and her father buy plants, potting soil, and a window box at the supermarket, ride the bus to their apartment, and put together a colorful gift for the child's mother.

Teaching Tip: Use to teach chronological order
Goldilocks and the Three Bears by Jan Brett

Brett's beautifully executed retelling of this classic story is distinguished by the use of luxuriant color and a wealth of visual detail. Her bears are attired in festive Bavarian garb; they live in a magnificent thatched rock-and-wood structure that leans against a tree; and their household furnishings are lavish. The one overly precious touch is the continued reference to the baby bear as a "a little, small, wee bear."

Teaching Tip: Use to teach beginning, middle and end.
Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey

Robert McCloskey's classic is a magical tale of the irrepressible curiosity--not to mention appetite--of youth. Sal and her mother set off in search of blueberries for the winter at the same time as a mother bear and her cub. A quiet comedy of errors ensues when the young ones wander off and absentmindedly trail the wrong mothers.

Teaching Tip: Use to teach clear realistic settings portrayed in illustrations.
Whistle for Willie by Ezra Jack Keats

Set in an urban background, Peter, an African American boy, wants to whistle so that he can call his dog, Willie.

Teaching Tip: Use to teach chronological order, and problem/resolution plot about a common childhood experience.
Froggy Gets Dressed by Jonathan London

Abundant onomatopoeia and dialogue between a young frog and his mother make this straightforward story a good choice for reading aloud. The rambunctious Froggy has more pressing pursuits on his mind than hibernating through the winter--"Snow! Snow! I want to play in the snow!" Accompanied by kid-pleasing sound effects (zoop! zup! zat!) he excitedly dons cold-weather gear. His mother, however, quickly points out that he has forgotten a few items; he returns to the house repeatedly for such essential apparel as pants, a shirt and a coat--and his long johns. 
Teaching Tip: Use to teach time cues and simple openings for narratives.
	Social Studies Suggested Activities
(in addition to farm animal discoveries)
	Standards Taught: (refer to page)

	Week 1:  Getting to Know Each Other 

Mystery Student Books- Each day a different student will help the teacher fill out a survey about themselves. After the survey, all children will fill out a book page that tells about the student. Students will also illustrate the child in a way that shows their interests.

	SOC.K-4.6.3.4 - [Standard] - All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 C.3 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and attitudes

	Week 2: Getting to Know Each Other 

Mystery Student Books- Each day a different student will help the teacher fill out a survey about themselves. After the survey, all children will fill out a book page that tells about the student. Students will also illustrate the child in a way that shows their interests.

	SOC.K-4.6.3.4 - [Standard] - All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 C.3 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and attitudes

	Week 3: Taking Care of Physical Self (Good Hygiene)
Read the Books:
Germs Make Me Sick by Melvin Berger

Germs Are Not for Sharing by Elizabeth Verdick

Wash Your Hands by Margaret McNamara

Wash Your Hands by Tony Ross

Guided Practice: Teacher will spray children’s hands with colored water to represent the germs of a sneeze. She will then ask the students to pick up various objects and observe that they are now damp. This will help children understand how germs travel. As a group children will then create a poster that tells when to wash your hands.
Art Center: Children placed hand prints on hand washing song and then practice hand washing to get off paint. 
	WORK.PK-4.9.1.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Describe and demonstrate the importance of personal and interpersonal skills.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between personal behavior and self-image.



	Week 4: Taking Care of Physical Self (Safety)
Read the Books:

I Can Be Safe by Pat Thomas
The Berenstain Bears Learn About Strangers by Stan Berenstain

Arthur’s Fire Drill by Marc Brown

Guided Practice: Children will work with teacher to practice tracing and dialing their parents’ phone numbers. Also they will discuss the use of 911 and practice dialing. 
Art Center: Children will create puppets of community helpers who keep us safe.

	WORK.PK-4.9.1.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Describe and demonstrate the importance of personal and interpersonal skills.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between personal behavior and self-image.

WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 F.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Identify common hazards associated with home, school, and community.

	Week 5: Taking Care of Emotional Self (Expressing Feelings)

Read the Books: 
If You’re Angry and You Know It by Cecily Kaiser

When I Feel Angry by Cornelia Maude Spelman

The Way I Feel by Janan Cain

Alexander and the Terrrible Horrible No Good Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst

Guided Practice: Children will complete a writing activity describing a time they felt angry and a way they now know how to handle it.
Art Center: Students will create a feelings collage by cutting out and sorting pictures of different emotions.

	SOC.K-4.6.3.4.5 - [Content Statement] - Develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict.
WORK.PK-4.9.1.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Describe and demonstrate the importance of personal and interpersonal skills.

WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 B.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between personal behavior and self-image.

	Week 6: Taking Care of Emotional Self (Bullying and Getting Help)
Read the Books:

Jungle Bullies by Steven Kroll

The Recess Queen by Alexis O’Neill

The Juice Box Bully by Bob Sornson

Guided Practice: Students will illustrate and write about the steps of handling bullies
Art Center: Students will create anti-bullying posters

	SOC.K-4.6.3.4.2 - [Content Statement] - Identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, and discrimination in their lives and communities.
SOC.K-4.6.3.4.6 - [Content Statement] - Demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action against unfairness.

SOC.K-4.6.3.4.D.1 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose solutions to address such actions.

	Week 7: Cultural Traditions (Appreciating Ourselves)
Read the Books:

I Love My Hair! By Natasha Tarpley

Bright Eyes, Brown Skin by Cheryl Willis Hudson

Shades of Black by Sandra L. Pinkney

Chocolate Me! By Taye Diggs

Guided Practice: Children will identify and write about at least one thing that is special about them.
Art Center: Self portraits


	SOC.K-4.6.3.4.1 - [Content Statement] - Recognize that people have different perspectives based on their beliefs, values, traditions, culture, and experiences.
WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 C.3 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and attitudes

	Week 8: Final Products
Revisit Favorite Books from Unit

Guided Practice: Each student will create a poster explaining one way they can take care of themselves.
Art Center: Create quilt squares representing self.

	WORK.PK-4.9.2.4 C.3 - [Cumulative Progress Indicator] - Develop skills for accepting self and others through awareness of different cultures, lifestyles, and attitudes.


	Writing Suggested Activities
	Standards Taught: (refer to page)

	Week 1:  Begin by frontloading the narrative genre study. Use the frontloading cycle writing about a common experience and expanding on a common experience. Students will help teacher create a schematic web for topics such as family, school, playing, holiday and home. Students will also help teacher create a narrative themed What Writers Write About chart.

	W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.



	Week 2: Begin by frontloading the narrative genre study. Use the frontloading cycle writing about a common experience and expanding on a common experience. Students will help teacher create a schematic web for topics such as family, school, playing, holiday and home. Students will also help teacher create a narrative themed What Writers Write About chart.

	W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.



	Week 3:  Begin the study by introducing examples written by the teacher and in picture books to show structure and recognize elements of a story. Students will respond to stories in a way that demonstrates their understanding of structure. Continue to expand What Writers Write About chart and begin to create What Good Writers Do chart.

	RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

 RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.

 RL.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.


	Week 4: Students will begin to try on the genre. They will write their own stories and the lessons will focus on adding illustrations and adding words to a story to improve writing. Continue to develop What Good Writers Do chart.

	RI.K.7. With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).



	Week 5: Teacher will refocus on story structure. Class will discuss beginning, middle and end as well as chronological order. Class will observe the importance of order in fiction and in shared writing. 

	RL.K.1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

 RL.K.2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details.

 RL.K.3. With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.


	Week 6: Teacher will give students tools for developing their story such as using time cues (then, after that, etc) and graphic organizers.

	W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.



	Week 7: Teacher will aid students in selecting, editing, expanding on and publishing a piece of writing from the genre study. The students will revisit What Good Writers Do chart to aid in this process.

	W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.



	Week 8: Teacher will aid students in selecting, editing, expanding on and publishing a piece of writing from the genre study. The students will revisit What Good Writers Do chart to aid in this process.


	W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.




Final Product That Answers One or More Essential Questions:

Quilt, Self Care Posters, Animoto, Writings/Blogging on teacher website
Assessments:

Writing Portfolio (3 pieces of narrative writing that addresses CCSS Writing for this unit)
Edited and Published Narrative Writing

Self Care Posters (students identify and illustrate self care principles)

Mastery Connect

Fry Word List
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA2) and Word Analysis
Reading Eggs 

Study Island
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